
CASE STUDY  
 
 
In February 2009, five illegal immigrants were found dead and several more moribund 
in a container in the port city of Cork, in the south of Ireland. The police investigation 
revealed that the container had reached Ireland in a ship that had arrived from Belgium. 
Once the Belgian police had been contacted, a joint investigation was initiated. 
 
It was initially unclear where the immigrants were from, although it was suspected that 
they were Turks. The survivors were in terrible physical condition and incapable of 
making a statement. Moreover, it was also unclear whether Ireland was the final 
destination of their journey. There were indications that the United Kingdom may have 
been their final destination. The police were also unaware of how and where they had 
entered the container. The container was Italian, in principle, although it had been 
transported by train to Munich (Germany) and from there in a truck to Antwerp 
(Belgium) where it was finally loaded onto a Dutch ship whose final destination was 
Ireland. 
 
Subsequently, it emerged that some of the immigrants had travelled from France to 
Antwerp and had reached an agreement –each one paying €8000– to facilitate their 
illegal entry into the United Kingdom. The connection with France was not clear at the 
start of the investigation, but became clear as a result of the information transmitted by 
the Belgian police. 
 
It is not known where the immigrants died. They may have died in Belgium or even en 
route to Ireland on the high seas or in British coastal waters. 
 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
On the basis of the information supplied, where should the crimes committed by this 
criminal organisation be persecuted? Ireland, Belgium, United Kingdom, Netherlands, 
France, Germany or Italy? 
 
Would a separate prosecution be possible for any of the crimes committed? 
 
At what stage of the investigation should the determination of the competent 
jurisdiction be addressed? How should the investigation be carried out? 
 
 


